
Anthropologists and Ethnographers Working in Central Asia 
(Revised March 16, 2010) 
 
List compiled by Cynthia Werner and Celia Emmelhainz 
 
Note: Most of the individuals on this list are trained as cultural anthropologists. We have 
also included social scientists whose work is based primarily on ethnographic research 
methods. The list focuses on scholars who work in the former Soviet Central Asian 
republics, but includes those who work in Mongolia, Afghanistan and Xinjiang. If you 
know of any additions or modifications to this list, please send me an email 
(werner@tamu.edu). 
 
********************************************************************** 
 
 
David Abramson, Ph.D. Graduate (Indiana) 
    Department of State 
 
Laura Adams, Research Associate 
    David Center for Russian and Eurasian Affairs, Harvard University 
 
Maggie Adams, Ph.D. Candidate 
    Ethnomusicology, University of Illinois - Urbana Champaign 
 
Catherine Alexander, Reader 
    Anthropology, University of London 
 
Kagan Arik, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Near Eastern Languages and Civilization 
 
Meghann Barker, Ph.D. Student 
    Anthropology, University of Michigan 
 
Asli Baykal, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Anthropology, Boston University 
 
Cynthia Beall, Professor 
   Anthropology, Case Western Reserve University 
 
Ildikó Bellér-Hann, Researcher 
    Interdisciplinary, Martin Luther University 
 
Judith Beyer, Ph.D. Graduate 
    Anthropology, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology 
 
Alima Bissenova, Ph.D. Student 



    Anthropology, Cornell University 
 
Noor Borbieva, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Anthropology, Harvard University 
 
Andrew Brown, Ph.D. Graduate  
    Anthropology, University of California - San Diego 
 
Gene Bukhman, Director of Cardiology and Non-Communicable Diseases 
    Harvard University/Partners in Health 
 
Sam Buelow, Ph.D. Student 
    Anthropology, Indiana University 
 
Elizabeth Campbell, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Human Ecology, University of Tennessee 
 
Elizabeth Constantine, Director 
   Grants and Research Services, University of Iowa 
 
Jeanne Feaux de la Croix, Ph.D. Student 
   Anthropology, University of St. Andrews 
 
Jay Dautcher, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Folklore, Indiana University  
 
Alexander Diener, Associate Professor 
   Geography, Pepperdine University 
 
Mary Doi, Ph.D. Graduate (Current Affiliation Unknown) 
    Anthropology, Indiana University 
 
Eva-Marie Dubuisson, Postdoctoral Scholar 
    Anthropology, UC-Berkeley 
 
Hilda Eitzen, Ph.D. Graduate (Current Affiliation Unknown) 
    Anthropology, Columbia University 
 
Celia Emmelhainz, Ph.D. Student 
    Anthropology, Texas A&M University 
 
Peter Finke, Professor 
    Social Anthropology, University of Zurich 
 
Jake Fleming, Ph.D. Student 
    Geography, University of Wisconsin-Madison 



 
Felix Girke, Assistant Lecturer 
    Anthropology, University of Bielefeld 
 
Melvyn Goldstein, Professor 
    Anthropology, Case Western Reserve University 
 
Thomas Hall, Professor and Chair of Anthropology 
    Sociology & Anthropology, DePauw University 
 
Chris Hann, Professor/Director 
   Anthropology, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology 
 
Penny Harvey, Professor 
    Social Anthropology, University of Manchester 
 
John Heathershaw, Lecturer 
    Politics and International Studies, Exeter University 
 
Caroline Humphrey, Professor 
   Anthropology, University of Cambridge 
 
Pamela Hunte 
    Afghanistan Research and Evaluation Unit 
 
Aksana Ismailbekova, Ph.D. Candidate 
    Anthropology, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology 
 
Philippe Jäger, MA Student 
    Anthropology, Free University of Berlin 
 
Marianne Kamp, Associate Professor 
    Women's Studies and History, University of Wyoming 
 
Deniz Kandiyoti, Professor  
    Development Studes, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
Sarah Kendzior, Ph.D. Candidate 
    Anthropology, Washington University - St Louis 
 
Carol Kerven, Coordinator 
    Macaulay Institute 
 
Salmaan Keshavjee, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Anthropology/Middle Eastern Studies, Harvard University 
 



Russell Kleinbach, Professor 
    Sociology & Anthropology, Philadelphia University 
 
Kathleen Kuehnast, Associate Vice President 
    Grant Program, US Institute of Peace 
 
Mateusz Laszczkowski, Ph.D. Candidate 
    Anthropology, Max Planck Institute for Social Anthropology 
 
Theodore Levin, Professor 
   Music, Dartmouth College 
 
Morgan Liu, Assistant Professor 
    Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, Ohio State University 
 
Maria Louw, Assistant Professor 
    Anthropology and Ethnography, Aarhus University 
 
Ruth Mandel, Lecturer 
    Anthropology, University College London 
 
Julie McBrien, PostDoctoral Scholar 
    Anthropology, Amsterdam School for Social Science Research 
 
Nick Megoran, Lecturer 
    Political Geography, Newcastle University 
 
Margaret Mills, Professor 
    Near Eastern Languages and Cultures, Ohio State University 
 
Lisa Min, Graduate Student 
    Center for Russian, East European and Eurasian Studies, University of Texas 
 
David Montgomery, Visiting Assistant Professor 
    REES, University of Pittsburgh 
 
Mathijs Pelkmans, Lecturer 
    Anthropology, London School of Economics 
 
Danuta Penkala-Gawecka, Associate Professor 
    Anthropology, Adam Mickiewicz University 
 
Sebastian Peyrouse, Senior Research Fellow 
    Central Asia and Caucasus Institute, John Hopkins University 
   
Anna Portisch, Research Associate 



    Anthropology, Brunel University 
 
Bruce Privratsky, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Anthropology, University of Tennessee 
 
Megan Rancier, Ph.D. Student 
    Ethnomusicology, UCLA 
 
Johan Rasanayagam, Lecturer 
    Anthropology, University of Aberdeen 
 
Gabriele Rasuly-Paleczek, Professor 
    Anthropology, University of Vienna 
 
Madeleine Reeves, Research Fellow 
    Centre for Research on Socio-Cultural Change, University of Manchester 
 
Jakob Rigi, Research Associate 
    Anthropology, School of Oriental and African Studies 
 
Justin Rudelson, Senior Lecturer 
   Asian and Middle Eastern Languages and Literatures, Dartmouth College 
 
Paula Sabloff, Senior Research Scientist 
   University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology 
 
Meltem Sancak, Ph.D. Graduate 
    Anthropology, University of Zurich 
 
Fatima Sartbaeva, Graduate Student 
    Anthropology, University of Wisconsin - Madison 
 
Edward Schatz, Assistant Professor 
    Political Science, University of Toronto 
 
John Schoeberlein, Director 
    Program on Central Asia and the Caucasus, Harvard University 
 
Phillip Schroeder, Ph.D. Candidate 

Social Anthropology, Integration and Conflict, Max Planck Institute for Social 
Anthropology 

 
Del Schwab, Ph.D. Candidate 
    Anthropology, Indiana University 
 
M. Nazif Shahrani, Professor 



    Anthropology / Central Eurasian Studies, Indiana University 
 
Ed Snajdr, Associate Professor 
    Anthropology and Criminal Justice, The City University of New York 
 
David Sneath, Lecturer/Director 
    Mongolia and Inner Asia Studies Unit, Cambridge University 
 
Jonathan Spencer, Professor 
    Anthropology, University of Edinburgh 
 
Brooke Swafford, Ph.D. Student 
    Anthropology, Indiana University 
 
Katherine Swancutt, Professor 
    Anthropology, Oxford University 
 
Ingvar Svanberg, Lecturer 
   Anthropology, Uppsala University 
 
Gillian Tett, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Anthropology, Cambridge University 
 
Stanley Toops, Associate Professor 
   Geography, Miami University 
 
Tomasso Trevisani, Post-Doctoral Fellow 
   German Institute for International and Security Affairs (Berlin) 
 
David Tyson, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Central Eurasian Studies, Indiana University 
 
Greta Uehling, Ph.D. Graduate 
   Project Manager, Intermedia Survey 
 
Cynthia Werner, Associate Professor 
    Anthropology, Texas A&M University 
 
Saulesh Yessenova, Assistant Professor 
    Anthropology, University Calgary 
 
Russell Zanca, Associate Professor 
    Anthropology, Northeastern Illinois University 


